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Rolex In The Rearview:  
Where Do They Go From Here?
Not every four-star horse can step down to a lower level 
when it’s time to retire from the top, but these special few 

have found fairytale endings with grateful new riders.

BY HEATHER BAILEY

Cavaldi last competed at Rolex Kentucky in 
2010, finishing 20th with Kristin Schmolze. 
KAT NETZLER PHOTO

GIVING BACK
According to owner Kristin Schmolze, 
Cavaldi has always been a teacher: He 
was her first CCI**** horse and the first 
horse with whom she traveled overseas. 

“He and I learned a lot together 
along the way—we did all our firsts 
together,” she said. “He took care of 
me for a long time.”

Learning the ropes of eventing on Cavaldi 
is “the best experience I have ever had,” 

says his new rider, Jolie Loeber.  
GRC PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO

CAVALDI
STATS: 19-year-old Irish Sport Horse gelding (Cavalier—Catell, Cataldi)

RIDER: JOLIE LOEBER, 17

RESIDENCE: LEBANON, N.J.

FOUR-STAR HISTORY WITH KRISTIN SCHMOLZE: 
•	2010 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, 20th place
•	2009 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, withdrawn after dressage
•	2007 Land Rover Burghley Horse Trials (England), 30th place
•	2007 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, 31st place
•	2005 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, 12th place
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Everything A Horse  
Should Be
Louis Rogers’ purchase of “Paddy” 
began when trainer Laine Ashker 
told him the horse might be available, 
because owner Nina Ligon (who’d 
purchased the gelding from her 
trainer Kim Severson to build a 
string for her 2012 Olympic bid) was 
cleaning house post-Olympics. Rogers 
immediately set about finding out 
what he could about his potential 
purchase.

Which makes it all the more grati-
fying to see “Joey” cantering around 
at novice with her young student, Jolie 
Loeber. 

Schmolze retired Joey from the 
upper levels in the spring of 2013 and 
let him spend the season resting at 
her farm in New Jersey. A few months 
later, she began to leg him back up to 
see what, if anything, he wanted to do.

At the same time, Loeber had 
been bringing along a young Irish 
Sport Horse with Schmolze’s help, 
but Schmolze felt the partnership 
could benefit from Loeber getting 
some mileage on a more experienced 
campaigner, just as the young horse 
could by competing a bit with Schmolze. 
They swapped last summer, and Loeber 
started eventing Joey at novice level that 
autumn. 

“She has a phenomenal position 

TIPPERARY  
LIADHNAN
STATS: 17-year-old Irish Sport 
Horse gelding (Fast Silver—
Gypsy Star, I’m A Star)

RIDER: Louis Rogers, 56

RESIDENCE: Richmond, Va.

FOUR-STAR HISTORY WITH KIM 
SEVERSON: 
•	2011 Rolex Kentucky 

Three-Day Event, 16th place
•	2010 Rolex Kentucky 

Three-Day Event, 24th place
•	2008 Rolex Kentucky 

Three-Day Event, fifth place

and seat, and they worked it out,” 
said Schmolze. “They clicked. He was 
smitten, and they have a happy love 
affair going on. He takes care of her 
and is a doll on cross-country. The first 
couple times going to the start box he got 
worked up, but she just laughs, and then 
he relaxes and goes around like a hunter. 

“The dressage is gorgeous, 
better than I ever got in 10 years of 
competing him at advanced!” she 
added, laughing. 

Loeber appreciates all the things 
that Joey brings to the partnership. 

“[I love] learning all the things the 
horse knows—getting to experience the 
different movements. It’s not that it’s 
easier—it’s still a lot of work—but it’s so 
cool to know what he knows,” she said.

Loeber plans to move up to training 
level with Joey this year, and then she 
and Schmolze will decide what the 

Tipperary Liadhnan 
completed Rolex 
Kentucky three times 
with Kim Severson, 
placing as high as fifth 
in 2008. MOLLY SORGE 
PHOTO

future holds for the gelding. 
“I ride him every single day, even 

though it’s an hour-and-10-minute 
drive, but I’m [always] so excited to 
see him,” said Loeber. “He’s the nicest, 
sweetest horse I’ve ever had the plea-
sure to ride or groom. This is the best 
experience I have ever had. In a short 
time I’m closer to him than any other 
horse. He’s really one of a kind, and I 
love his enthusiasm.

“Since he’s retired from the upper 
levels, it’s really about learning as 
much as I can and keeping him happy 
and going,” she added. 

For her part, Schmolze is enjoying 
seeing her longtime partner relishing 
his “retirement.” 

“It makes me cry; I tear up,” she 
said. “It is the coolest thing to see. I’m 
absolutely over the moon to see him so 
happy with his new kid.”

Today “Paddy” is 
bestowing his cross-
country wisdom on 
amateur rider Louis 
Rogers, who plans 

to give the gray 
gelding a home for 
life. BRANT GAMMA 

PHOTO
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Raising The Bar
When Emma Erickson was 10, she 
met a buckskin Paint mare named 
Waltzing Matilda. Matilda had 
competed to the novice level and was a 

PaddyCakes], and it’s Kim Severson,” 
he said. “I’m expected to get perfect 
scores, but he’s not easy to ride. 
Ridden perfectly, he’s perfect; ridden 
the way I ride, there’s a ways to go!”

But it’s clear that Rogers adores his 
sensitive charge and is giving him the 
semi-retirement that every former 
four-star mount deserves.

“I’m crazy about him,” he said. “He’s 
always going to be my boy, and he’s 
never going anywhere. He has a job 
for life and never has to worry about 
anything, except relaxing.

“If I think about what a horse 
should look like, it’s Paddy,” Rogers 
added. “When I think of what their 
personality should be, it’s Paddy, and 
if I think of the perfect horse who is 
exciting to ride, it’s Paddy.”

He watched some videos on the 
Internet, and he spoke with the 
horse’s veterinarian, and then he 
wired money to the Ligons—beating 
out another potential buyer—without 
ever having met or ridden the big gray 
horse. Not the normal course of events 
for purchasing an amateur rider’s 
event horse.

Once Rogers had tucked Paddy in at 
his Hillbrook Farm, he started getting 
to know his new partner, but the 
process hasn’t always been smooth. 

“It’s challenging because I’m not 
very well trained!” he admitted. “For 
the first six months or so I made 
him nervous. I wouldn’t say he’s the 
best choice for a beginner to learn to 
ride on—he’s very sensitive. If I shift 
my weight, that means something, 

so don’t shift your weight unless 
you mean it. He’s opinionated and 
sometimes very cranky, but when it’s 
time to work, he’s all business. He’s a 
really safe, strong, stout horse.

“I thought I’d go up three steps, and 
he’d come down three steps, but he’s 
come down five steps and I’ve come up 
a half a step,” Rogers added. “It’s not 
what I expected. I thought he would 
be the leader—that I’d hop on, and he’d 
know what to do. But he wants me to 
be leader, so I have to get my confidence 
up so he can relax and do his job.”

Rogers said he sometimes feels the 
pressure of riding a horse so known to 
the eventing community. 

“It’s intimidating when I’m in 
the warm-up and I hear someone 
yell, ‘Cakes!’ [a nickname, as in 

JUMBO’S JAKE
STATS: 16-year-old Irish Sport Horse gelding (Jumbo—Lake Princess)

RIDER: EMMA ERICKSON, 15

RESIDENCE: WOODSIDE, CALIF.

FOUR-STAR HISTORY WITH JAMES ALLISTON:
•	2013 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, 23rd place
•	2012 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, retired on cross-country
•	2011 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, 17th place

Jumbo’s Jake is a far cry from Emma Erick-
son’s last mount, a Paint mare who topped 

out at novice, but she’s learning by leaps and 
bounds and hopes to contest a training level 

three-day event later this year.
TAMARA DIDENKO PHOTO

James Alliston and Jumbo’s Jake made three consecutive 
appearances at Rolex Kentucky from 2011-2013.  
SARA LIESER PHOTO

PreviewROLEX KENTUCKY
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Everything Is Awesome
Talk to Mia Farley for five minutes, 
and it’s pretty clear she’s head over 
heels for her new friend “Pooh.”

“I just love her,” said Farley. 
“I’ve always loved her.”

THE GOOD WITCH
STATS: 18-year-old Irish Sport Horse mare of unrecorded breeding

RIDER: Mia Farley, 13

RESIDENCE: San Clemente, Calif. 

FOUR-STAR HISTORY WITH JENNIFER WOOTEN-MACOUZET:
•	2011 Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse Trials (England), retired on 

cross-country
•	2010 Luhmühlen (Germany), 18th place
•	2010 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, rider fall
•	2009 Land Rover Burghley Horse Trials (England), 31st place
•	2009 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, horse fall
•	2008 Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, seventh place
•	2007 Pau (France), 11th place

perfect first horse for a fledgling event 
rider. 

As the years progressed, Erickson 
and Matilda moved up the levels to 
become consistent novice competi-
tors, while Erickson also began riding 
and showing Icelandic horses; she 
acquired her first Icelandic horse in 
2012.

But just as Erickson and Matilda 
were on the cusp of moving up to 
training level, it was determined that 
asking the mare to step up would not 
be in her best interest. So the search 
was on for Erickson’s next mount. 
That’s when she heard that “Jake” 
was for sale, and after a couple of trial 
rides, the bay gelding came home to 
stay. 

There’s been a learning curve for 
Erickson, but the young rider has 

enjoyed the experience of pushing 
herself. 

“I learn a lot from a horse that is 
that sensitive,” she said. “I can tell 
when I’m doing things right and 
when I need to make an adjustment 
or change something, because I know 
he’ll do it right if I’m doing the aids 
right.” 

She admits to occasionally thinking 
about the pressure of having a known 
mount, but most of her pressure 
comes from within. 

“I think I expect myself, because it’s 
a great horse, to be able to get on and 
do a lot more, and I need to accept that 
there’s a period of adjustment. I need to 
get my riding up to, well, not to his level, 
because I’ll never be at his level, but to a 
level at which I can do all the stuff with 
him that I’d like to do,” she said.  

“Mostly because he’s so sweet and 
well behaved, I don’t want to be unfair 
to him by not riding him as well as 
he’s used to,” she added.

Erickson still owns Matilda, who’s 
in light work and enjoying life in the 
pasture, but Jake seems to be working 
hard to forge the same bond with 
Erickson as her former mount did.

“He’s very sweet on the ground,” she 
said. “[He] loves to itch his head on 
anyone and is just a very affectionate 
type of horse and is pretty laid back. 
He lights up on cross-country, but in 
general he’s pretty calm and doesn’t 
get nervous.” 

Erickson plans to run the novice 
three-day event at Twin Rivers Ranch 
(Calif.) this spring, followed by a move 
up to training and then a training 
three-day.

ABOVE LEFT: Jennifer Wooten-Macouzet 
and The Good Witch traveled to four-stars 
in England, Germany and France and made 
three appearances at Rolex Kentucky over 
the course of their career together. TRICIA 
BOOKER PHOTO

ABOVE RIGHT: Mia Farley has her sights set 
on a CCI* in 2014 with her new school-
master, The Good Witch. CAPTURED MOMENT 
PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTOÅ
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While it’s somewhat common 
for a former top-level 
horse to step down to 

schoolmaster status, it’s rare for 
one to step back up again. But that’s 
exactly what will happen if Debbie 
Rosen, Calabasas, Calif., and The 
Alchemyst make it back to the 2014 
Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event as 
planned.

Rosen and “Al,” a 15-year-old 
Canadian Sport Horse, are plenty 
familiar with the Kentucky Horse 
Park, having finished 25th there in 
2009 and 36th in 2010. But they also 
retired on course there in 2011 and 
were eliminated in 2012. 

Assuming her upper-level career 
with Al had come to an end, Rosen 
put him on the market and waited for 
a buyer to bite. She thought he’d be 
a good young rider horse, but since 
she’d been his primary rider for so 
long, she wanted to prove he was 
capable of doing that job. 

“Jerica [Coert, a young rider in 
Rosen’s barn] had taken care of him 
almost the entire time I’d had him, 

and she was the only other 
person besides me who had 
ever sat on him,” said Rosen. 
“She didn’t have a horse to ride, 
and she’d never done a one-
star or an intermediate, and I 
thought it made sense.” 

So Coert competed Al for most 
of 2013 and did a CIC* and an 
intermediate horse trial on him. 

“It went much better than 
I expected,” admitted Rosen. 
“I think she’d agree. Mistakes 
were made, but he stepped 
up and filled in the gaps and 
became quite the schoolmaster. 
He wanted to take care of her.” 

The original plan had been 
for Coert to purchase Al, but 
when that fell through, Rosen 
put him back on the market 
while continuing to ride him 
herself. 

“I just thought, ‘I’ll keep 
riding him for practice,’ ” she 
explained. 

Rosen hadn’t ridden at the upper 
levels since April of 2012, but she’d 
spent the year watching everyone else 
ride at the upper levels (Canadian 
James Atkinson also competed Al at 
advanced for a brief period), and she 
had some insights on how to improve 
her relationship and performance with 
the sometimes mercurial gelding. 

“We know he can be nappy. My 
objective was to event at places where 
he had been the worst and try to see 
if the newer, better me [would change 
things]. And lo and behold, if you 
stop pulling, they jump!” she said 
with a laugh. 

After winning the CIC*** at 
Woodside (Calif.) in the fall of 2013, 
Rosen decided to set out a road map 
of competitions that, if completed 
successfully, would prepare them for 
one last trip to Rolex. She had one 
hiccup at the Galway Downs CIC*** 
this spring, when after a cracking 
clean round they slipped and fell on 
a turn just before the last fence. But 
her other milestones, including a 
fifth-placed finish in the advanced 
at Twin Rivers (Calif.) in March, 
convinced her to finalize her plans 
for a trip to Kentucky. 

“I think everything happens for a 
reason,” said Rosen. “For a horse of 
his record, soundness and price not to 
sell—well, I feel it means I have more to 
do with him. I have more to learn, and 
that’s why I still have him. I stopped 
having fun [at some point previously], 
but now I’m really having fun.

“And I feel truly competent for the 
first time ever,” she continued. “I don’t 
think it works, at this level, to feel 
incompetent. Why would the horses 
jump if you feel incompetent?”

 The Alchemyst Has Been There And Back Again

Young rider Jerica 
Coert (pictured) 
competed The 
Alchemyst for most 
of 2013 at the 
preliminary and 
intermediate levels 
to help bolster 
his reputation as 
a schoolmaster 
and increase his 
saleability, but 
owner Debbie Rosen 
learned so much by 
watching the pair 
that she decided 
to try for one last 
four-star on her 
longtime partner. 
CAPTURED MOMENT 
PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO

After a brief intermission to The Alchemyst’s 
four-star career, Debbie Rosen hopes to make 
her fifth appearance at Rolex Kentucky with 
the gelding this spring. SARA LIESER PHOTO
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And in the case of Farley and 
Pooh, always is a long time. Farley 
has been riding with Ginnie Bryant 
at Equites Riding Club since she was 
6, and Bryant was also the coach 
of Pooh’s former rider, Jennifer 
Wooten-Macouzet. Farley has known 
Pooh since the mare first arrived in 
California 2005 and helped fundraise 
for the pair’s many competition trips. 

Fate intervened for Farley, who had 
evented through novice on a series of 
ponies, when Wooten-Macouzet asked 
her to hop on Pooh to cool her out after 
her round at a jumper show. Wooten-
Macouzet saw enough of the pair’s 
interaction to think that Farley might 
make a good match with the mare, and 
she spoke to owner Daisy Tognazzini 
about possibly leasing her out. 

“We found out we’d be getting her 
about a month before she actually 
came, and that month went by [so 
slowly]! It seemed like forever,” 
Farley recalled. 

“Her canter was the best I’d ever 
ridden,” she continued. “It’s really 
nice, and her gallop is amazing. It 
was a little hard to get used to her 
jump—she flies over them. She’s 
a small horse, but I moved from a 
pony, so she felt a little big in the 
beginning.” 

Farley’s love of the mare serves as 
ample distraction from the pressure 
of being mounted on a famous horse. 

“I’ve never had a stressful ride on 
her,” she said. “I’m so blessed to ride 
Pooh. When Jen watches, I feel like 
I have to be perfect, but I don’t feel 
pressure because Pooh always takes 
care of me.” 

Farley showed the mare at training 
level in 2012 and 2013, and they 
moved up to preliminary this spring, 
winning both of their outings. But it 
wasn’t always perfect. 

“[In our first event] I couldn’t 
get her to trot on the centerline,” 
said Farley, “since she’s so used to 

cantering down centerline, and she 
always wanted to pick up canter. I 
had to tell her, ‘We’re not cantering.’ ” 

Pooh also needed a bit of time to 
adjust to lower fence heights.

“She thought we were very 
embarrassing,” Farley said with 
a laugh. “On cross-country she 
took off with me—she didn’t like 
training speed. I loved it! She thought 
everything was 2 feet tall.”

Farley plans to keep Pooh through 
2014, and she has her sights set on 
a CCI*. After that, all parties will 
evaluate Pooh and decide on plans for 
2015. 

Farley serves as a working student 
for Bryant at Equites, and she does 
home schooling so that she can ride 
all day. 

“Because I have her, I have big 
goals,” said Farley. “While I have a 
chance, this is a big year for learning 
for me. I’m really excited to see what 
comes.” 

Photo Courtesy of Shannon Brinkman Photos 
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